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College of Arts and Sciences 
Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies 

 

 

SYLLABUS: WGSST 2215 
READING WOMEN WRITERS  
SPRING 202X 

Course overview 

Classroom Information 
Format of instruction: Lecture 

Meeting Days/Times: Wednesday/Friday, 9:35AM - 10:55AM 

Location: (123 University Hall) 

Instructor 
Instructor: Dr. Mary Thomas 

Email address: thomas.1672@osu.edu  

Phone number: 614-292-9866 

Office hours: Tuesdays 2-3pm 

Course description 
This course explores memoirs written by women from the U.S. or from sovereign tribes located 
in North America. The course will enhance students’ critical and analytical reading, thinking, 
and writing skills and teach students what a feminist textual analysis is.  We will explore the 
roles that age, race, ethnicity, embodiment, class, gender, and sexuality play in the writings of 
these women.  We will ask how the women’s articulations of experience, history, and 
storytelling differ from each other, and how they share common themes.  We will also pay close 
attention to how age is mobilized across categories of difference like sexuality, location, 
dis/ability, indigeneity, and race, as well as how childhood—as a phase of life—is narrated in 
various ways based on one’s identities and personal situations. Students will also contextualize 
these life narratives within larger sociocultural locations.   

 

mailto:thomas.1672@osu.edu
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Course learning outcomes 
By the end of this course, students should successfully be able to: 

• Read and write through a feminist intersectional lens and apply feminist intersectional 
analysis. 

• Use feminist intersectional tools to critique, analyze, and explain contemporary racial, 
ethnic, sexual, gender, and settler colonial marginalization and violence. 

• Understand how authors present experiences and practices of resistance and belonging 
as efforts to imagine alternative communities and selves. 

• Practice feminist intersectional authorship to communicate one’s own experiences of 
resistance and belonging. 

• Communicate and collaborate with peers to successfully complete writing and creative 
assignments. 

General Education  
This course fulfills two General Education (GE) Foundations requirements as detailed below:  

Literary, Visual and Performing Arts  
Goal 1: Successful students will analyze, interpret, and evaluate major forms of human 
thought, cultures, and expression; and demonstrate capacities for aesthetic and culturally 
informed understanding. 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

1.1 Analyze and interpret significant works of visual, spatial, literary and/or performing arts and 
design. 

1.2 Describe and explain how cultures identify, evaluate, shape, and value works of literature, 
art and design. 

1.3 Evaluate how artistic ideas influence and shape human beliefs and the interactions between 
the arts and human perceptions and behavior. 

1.4 Evaluate social and ethical implications in literature, visual and performing arts, and design. 
Goal 2: Successful students will experience the arts and reflect on that experience critically and 
creatively. 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

2.1 Engage in informed observation and/or active participation within the visual, spatial, 
literary, or performing arts and design. 

2.2 Critically reflect on and share their own experience of observing or engaging in the visual, 
spatial, literary, or performing arts and design 

This course meets the above ELOs in the following ways. It explores memoirs written by women 
from the U.S. and from sovereign tribes located in North America. The course enhances 
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students’ critical and analytical reading, thinking, and writing skills and teaches students what a 
feminist literary analysis is.  We explore the cultural significance of the roles that age, 
race/ethnicity, dis/ability, class, gender, and sexuality play in the writings of these women.  We 
ask how the women’s articulations of experience, history, and storytelling differ from each 
other, and how they share common themes.  We also pay close attention to how age is 
mobilized across categories of difference like sexuality, location, dis/ability, and race, as well as 
how childhood—as a phase of life—is narrated in various ways based on one’s identities, 
artistic expressions, and personal situations. Students also contextualize these life narratives 
within larger sociocultural locations.  Finally, students create their own graphic memoir to 
engage with the learning outcomes listed above as authors, and share their own experiences of 
engaging in literary and aesthetic creation with classmates. 

 

Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity 
GOAL 1: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how historically and 
socially constructed categories of race, ethnicity, and gender, and possibly others, shape 
perceptions, individual outcomes, and broader societal, political, economic, and cultural 
systems. 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

1.1 Successful students are able to describe and evaluate the social positions and 
representations of categories including race, gender, and ethnicity, and possibly others. 

1.2 Successful students are able to explain how categories including race, gender, and ethnicity 
continue to function within complex systems of power to impact individual lived 
experiences and broader societal issues. 

1.3 Successful students are able to analyze how the intersection of categories including race, 
gender, and ethnicity combine to shape lived experiences. 

1.4 Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications of studying race, 
gender, and ethnicity. 

GOAL 2: Successful students will recognize and compare a range of lived experiences of race, 
gender, and ethnicity. 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

2.1 Successful students are able to demonstrate critical self- reflection and critique of their 
social positions and identities.  

2.2 Successful students are able to recognize how perceptions of difference shape one’s own 
attitudes, beliefs, or behavior. 

2.3 Successful students are able to describe how the categories of race, gender, and ethnicity 
influence the lived experiences of others. 
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This course meets the ELOs listed above by reading the work of women of color, Indigenous 
women, and LGBTQ people, all located in North America.  The readings reflect how the authors 
of the texts encounter racialized, ethnic, sexual, and gender oppression, and how they 
understand their own capacities for liberation through social movements, community 
belonging, and themselves. Students question their own reading practices and learn to offer a 
feminist perception of difference through intersectional analysis. They also author their own 
memoir to reflect on their own stories about racial, ethnic, gender, sexual identities; how their 
life stories affected others and were affected by others; and how to imagine their own 
authorship as a practice of liberation. 

Course materials 

Required: please purchase these books at the store of your choice or check 
them out from your local library. 

• Janet Mock, Realness Redefined: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love & So 
Much More (Atria Books, 2014) 

• Alison Bechdel, Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic (Houghton Mifflin, 2006) 
• Joy Harjo, Crazy Brave: A Memoir (W.W. Norton, 2012)  
• Jesmyn Ward, Men We Reaped (Bloomsbury, 2013) 

All other readings are available on Carmen as pdfs. 

Grading and instructor response 

Grades 

 

Assignment or category Points 

Discussion Leader Questions 10 

Paper 1 20 

Paper 2 20 

Paper 3 25 

Graphic Memoir Project 15 

Participation and Attendance 10 

TOTAL 100 
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Discussion Leader Questions 

Twice this semester, you will prepare 5 discussion questions for peer discussion work in class. 
You will provide these to Dr. Thomas the day before class by 5pm, so she can post them to the 
Carmen page for all students to review. Further guidance and sample questions will be offered 
in the first week of class and posted to Carmen. 

• DUE varied dates; I will randomly assign all students to two days for this assignment. 
 

Three Papers  

You will write three papers this semester. The first two will be 1000 words in length, and the 
third will be 1500 words.  The prompts for these papers will be posted on Carmen Assignments 
at least 10 days before their due dates. 

• Paper 1 DUE Jan 27 
• Paper 2 DUE March 6 
• Paper 3 DUE April 24 

 
Graphic Memoir  

You will read Alison Bechdel’s graphic memoir this semester, and then produce your own very 
brief graphic memoir.  You will illustrate at least 6 graphic frames that depict a scene from your 
own coming-of-age story. Like Bechdel’s, the graphic frames should have words as well as 
images.  Then, you will write a 400 word reflection on this exercise. Why this particular episode 
of your life?  And how do the images plus the words make the story more relatable or powerful 
or poignant? More details will be posted on Carmen. 

• DUE February 14 
 

Participation and Attendance 

The quality of your learning experience will be heavily reliant on your thoughtful and regular 
participation. Please arrive promptly, complete readings before class meetings, participate 
actively in discussions, and provide thoughtful engagement with lectures, readings, and other 
class materials. Excessive absence will result in a failing participation grade (no more than 3 
missed classes).  

Discussion is a core aspect of our course. Good discussion requires the text in front of you and 
fulfillment of out of class reading assignments before class meets. I expect you all to participate 
in discussion in one way or another.  

Attendance: You each will receive 3 free absences. After that, I will mark down 5% of your 
participation grade for each additional absence. If you miss more than 6 classes, however, you 
will fail the course. 
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At my discretion, I may make extra credit opportunities available.  These may be offered to 
augment grades, not to replace missed assignments.   

Late assignments 
I will not accept any late assignments. Submission folders have deadlines and will be locked at 
deadlines. Please be sure to complete your assignments early as having technical difficulties is 
not an excuse for not turning work in by the deadline.  Deadlines are Eastern Standard Time. 

Grading scale 
93–100: A  
90–92.9: A-  
87–89.9: B+ 
83–86.9: B 
80–82.9: B-  
77–79.9: C+  
73–76.9: C 
70 –72.9: C-  
67 –69.9: D+  
60 –66.9: D 
Below 60: E 

Instructor feedback and response time 

Contact Preference 
Email is the best way to contact me. I will reply within 24 hours on workdays. 

Grading and feedback 
For large weekly assignments, you can generally expect feedback within 7 days. 

Course schedule  
Readings are posted as pdfs on Carmen under “Files” except for the books you purchased. 

Week Dates Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 Wed Jan 8 

• Read the syllabus closely. 

• Order your books! 

Watch the video, “We Should All Be Feminists”, a TEDx talk 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_we_should_all_be_feminists#t-186127
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 Fri Jan 10 

 “The Transformation of Silence into Language and Action” 
by Audre Lorde  

Chapter 1 in Redefining Realness by Janet Mock (p 15-27). I 
posted Ch 1-3 for this week and next as a PDF since you may 
not have your book yet.  

Watch the video, “The Urgency of Intersectionality”, a TED 
talk by Kimberle Crenshaw. 

2 Wed Jan 15 
“A Tool Kit: Twenty-four Strategies for Reading Life 
Narratives” by Smith and Watson 

“Autobiography” by Leigh Gilmore 

 Fri Jan 17 Chapters 2-3 in Redefining Realness by Janet Mock (p 29-50) 

3 Wed Jan 22  Finish Redefining Realness 

 Fri Jan 24 
No new reading, in class discussion.  

Paper 1 DUE Jan 27 

4 Wed Jan 29 
Chapters 1-2 of Fun Home  

“The Space Between: A Narrative Approach to Alison 
Bechdel’s ‘Fun Home’” by Robyn Warhol 

 Fri Jan 31 Chapters 2-3 of Fun Home 

5 Wed Feb 5 
Chapters 4-5 of Fun Home 

You might want to browse YouTube videos on drawing by 
Bechdel to help with your own graphic memoirs 

 Fri Feb 7 Finish Fun Home 

6 Wed Feb 12 In class discussion and memoir workshop 

 Fri Feb 14 
In class discussion and memoir workshop 

Graphic Memoirs due by 11:59pm 

7 Wed Feb 19 
“Playfulness, ‘World’ Traveling and Loving Perception” by 
Maria Lugones   

“How to Tame a Wild Tongue” by Gloria Anzaldua  

 Fri Feb 21 “Poetry Is Not a Luxury” by Audre Lorde  

https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectionality#t-131641
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Other course policies 

Academic integrity policy 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The 
term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever 
committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in 
connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic 

8 Wed Feb 26 

“Decolonizing Feminism: Challenging Connections between 
Settler Colonialism and Heteropatriarchy” by Maile Arvin, 
Eve Tuck, and Angie Morrill 

“East” in Crazy Brave by Joy Harjo 

 Fri Feb 28 Two poems by Joy Harjo: “A Map to the Next World” and 
“We Must Call a Meeting”  

9 Wed Mar 4 “North” and “West” in Crazy Brave by Joy Harjo 

 Fri Mar 6 
No class.  

Paper 2 due by 11:59pm. 

10  SPRING BREAK 

11 Wed 25 Preparing for Jesmyn Ward (no assigned reading) 

 Fri Mar 27 Chapter 1 of Men We Reaped 

12 Wed Apr 1 Chapters 2-3 of Men We Reaped 

 Fri Apr 3 Discussion only, no new reading 

13 Wed Apr 8 Chapters 4-5 of Men We Reaped 

 Fri Apr 10 6 of Men We Reaped 

14 Wed Apr 15 7-8 of Men We Reaped 

 Fri Apr 17 Finish Men We Reaped 

15 Wed Apr 22 In class workshops for paper 3 

 Fri Apr 24 
In class workshops for paper 3 

Paper 3 DUE by 11:59pm 
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misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 33355487). For additional information, see 
the Code of Student Conduct. 

As defined in University Rule 3335-31-02, plagiarism is “the representation of another’s works 
or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing 
of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s 
ideas.”  It is the obligation of this department and its instructors to report all cases of suspected 
plagiarism to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  After the report is filed, a hearing takes 
place and if the student is found guilty, the possible sanctions range from failing the class to 
suspension or expulsion from the university.  Although the existence of the Internet makes it 
relatively easy to plagiarize, it also makes it even easier for instructors to find evidence of 
plagiarism.  It is obvious to most teachers when a student turns in work that is not his or her 
own and plagiarism search engines make documenting the offense very simple.  Always cite 
your sources’ always ask questions before you turn in an assignment if you are uncertain about 
what constitutes plagiarism.  To preserve the integrity of OSU as an institution of higher 
learning, to maintain your own integrity, and to avoid jeopardizing your future, DO NOT 
PLAGIARIZE!   

Other sources of information on academic misconduct (integrity) to which you can refer 
include: 

• The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (COAM Home) 
• Ten Suggestions for Preserving Academic Integrity (Ten Suggestions) 
• Eight Cardinal Rules of Academic Integrity (www.northwestern.edu/uacc/8cards.htm 

Accommodations for accessibility  
The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as 
possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on 
your disability (including mental health, chronic or temporary medical 
conditions), please let me know immediately so that we can privately 
discuss options.  To establish reasonable accommodations, I may 
request that you register with Student Life Disability Services.  After 
registration, make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss 
your accommodations so that they may be implemented in a timely 
fashion. SLDS contact information: slds@osu.edu; 614-292-
3307; slds.osu.edu; 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue. 
 

https://trustees.osu.edu/assets/files/RuleBook/CodeStudentConduct.pdf
http://oaa.osu.edu/coam.html
http://oaa.osu.edu/coamtensuggestions.html
http://www.northwestern.edu/uacc/8cards.html
mailto:slds@osu.edu
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/


10 
 

 

Student Support Policies and Resources 
Diversity. The Ohio State University affirms the importance and value of diversity in the student 
body. Our programs and curricula reflect our multicultural society and global economy and seek 
to provide opportunities for students to learn more about persons who are different from 
them. We are committed to maintaining a community that recognizes and values the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person; fosters sensitivity, understanding, and mutual respect 
among each member of our community; and encourages each individual to strive to reach his 
or her own potential. Discrimination against any individual based upon protected status, which 
is defined as age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status, is prohibited. 

 

Mental Health Services. As a student you may experience a range of issues that can cause 
barriers to learning, such as strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, 
feeling down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns 
or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce a student’s ability 
to participate in daily activities. The Ohio State University offers services to assist you with 
addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing. If you or someone you know are 
suffering from any of the aforementioned conditions, you can learn more about the broad 
range of confidential mental health services available on campus via the Office of Student Life’s 
Counseling and Consultation Service (CCS) by visiting ccs.osu.edu or calling 614-292-5766. CCS 
is located on the 4th Floor of the Younkin Success Center and 10th Floor of Lincoln Tower. You 
can reach an on call counselor when CCS is closed at 614-292-5766 and 24 hour emergency help 
is also available through the 24/7 National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-TALK or 
at suicidepreventionlifeline.org. 

 

Title IX. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil 
Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support 
applied to offenses against other protected categories (e.g., race). If you or someone you know 
has been sexually harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate resources 
at http://titleix.osu.edu or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Mollie Peirano, 
at titleix@osu.edu.  

As an instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment on our 
campus. I also have a mandatory reporting responsibility related to my role as an instructor. It is 
my goal that you feel able to share information related to your life experiences in classroom 
discussions, in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings. I will seek to keep 
information you share private to the greatest extent possible. However, I am required to share 
information regarding sexual misconduct or information about a crime that may have occurred 
on Ohio State’s campus with the University. Students may speak to someone confidentially 
through the Ohio State Anonymous Reporting Line. 

 

http://ccs.osu.edu/
tel:%28614%29%20292-5766
tel:%28614%29%20292-5766
http://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://titleix.osu.edu/
mailto:titleix@osu.edu
http://www.ohio-state.ethicspoint.com/
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Recovery Support. The Collegiate Recovery Community (CRC) is a supportive peer community 
on campus for students in recovery from a substance use disorder or who may be currently 
struggling with substance use.  The CRC is located in room 1230 of Lincoln Tower and meets 
regularly on Wednesdays at 5pm. Stop by or visit go.osu.edu/recovery or 
email recovery@osu.edu for more information. 

 

Student Advocacy. The Student Advocacy Center can assist students with appeals, petitions 
and other needs when experiencing hardship during a semester. Learn more 
at http://advocacy.osu.edu/. 

http://go.osu.edu/recovery
https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=vDpMgLEDYgenszJNzTEC9x_MIbVa4wFE5yl-foogkndPJWf5pKbSCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoAcgBlAGMAbwB2AGUAcgB5AEAAbwBzAHUALgBlAGQAdQA.&URL=mailto%3arecovery%40osu.edu
http://advocacy.osu.edu/


Overview

Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Foundations provide introductory or 
foundational coverage of the subject of that category.  Additionally, each course must meet a set of 
Expected Learning Outcomes (ELO). Courses may be accepted into more than one Foundation, but ELOs 
for each Foundation must be met. It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or 
appropriate support staff person as you develop and submit your course.    

This form contains sections outlining the ELOs of each Foundation category. You can navigate between 
them using the Bookmarks function in Acrobat. Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class 
meets the ELOs of the Foundation(s) to which it applies. Because this document will be used in the course 
review and approval process, you should use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues 
outside of your discipline will be able to follow. Please be as specific as possible, listing concrete 
activities, specific theories, names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc. Your answers will be evaluated in 
conjunction with the syllabus submitted for the course.    

Accessibility 
If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive the document in 
another format, please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412.

GE Rationale: Foundations: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity (3 credits) 

Requesting a GE category for a course implies that the course fulfills all the expected learning outcomes 

(ELOs) of that GE category.  To help the reviewing panel evaluate the appropriateness of your course for the 
Foundations: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity, please answer the following questions for each ELO.  

A. Foundations
Please explain in 50-500 words why or how this course is introductory or foundational for the study of Race, 
Ethnicity and Gender Diversity.

GE Foundation Courses 



1 

Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

B. Specific Goals of Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity
GOAL 1: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how historically and socially 
constructed categories of race, ethnicity, and gender, and possibly others, shape perceptions, individual 
outcomes, and broader societal, political, economic, and cultural systems.

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1: Successful students are able to describe and evaluate the social positions and 
representations of categories including race, gender, and ethnicity, and possibly others.  Please link this ELO to the 
course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.  (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.2: Successful students are able to explain how categories including race, gender, and 
ethnicity continue to function within complex systems of power to impact individual lived experiences and broader 
societal issues. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through 
which it will be met. (50-700 words)



2 

Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.3: Successful students are able to analyze how the intersection of categories 
including race, gender, and ethnicity combine to shape lived experiences.  Please link this ELO to the course goals 
and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.4: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications of studying 
race, gender, and ethnicity.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)



3 

Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

GOAL 2: Successful students will recognize and compare a range of lived experiences of race, gender, 
and ethnicity.  

Expected Learning Outcome 2.1: Successful students are able to demonstrate critical self- reflection and critique of 
their social positions and identities.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific 
activities/assignments through which it will be met.  (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 2.2: Successful students are able to recognize how perceptions of difference 
shape one’s own attitudes, beliefs, or behaviors.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)



4 

Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 2.3: Successful students are able to describe how the categories of race, 
gender, and ethnicity influence the lived experiences of others.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and 
topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 

GE Rationale: Foundations: Social and Behavioral Sciences (3 credits) 

Requesting a GE category for a course implies that the course all expected learning outcomes  
(ELOs) of that GE category.  To help the reviewing panel evaluate the appropriateness of your course for the 
Foundations: Social and Behavioral Sciences, please answer the following questions for each ELO.  

A. Foundations
Please explain in 50-500 words why or how this course is introductory or foundational in the study of Social 
and Behavioral Sciences. 



5 

Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

B. Specific Goals of Social and Behavioral Sciences
GOAL 1: Successful students will critically analyze and apply theoretical and empirical approaches 
within the social and behavioral sciences, including modern principles, theories, methods, and modes of 
inquiry.

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1: Successful students are able to explain basic facts, principles, theories 
and methods of social and behavioral science.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.2: Successful students are able to explain and evaluate differences, similarities, 
and disparities among institutions, organizations, cultures, societies, and/or individuals using social and 
behavioral science.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments 
through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

GOAL 2: Successful students will recognize the implications of social and behavioral scientific findings 
and their potential impacts. 

Expected Learning Outcome 2.1: Successful students are able to analyze how political, economic, individual, or 
social factors and values impact social structures, policies, and/or decisions.  Please link this ELO to the course 
goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.  (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 2.2: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications of social 
scientific and behavioral research.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 2.3: Successful students are able to critically evaluate and responsibly use 
information from the social and behavioral sciences.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics 
and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

GE Rationale: Foundations: Historical or Cultural Studies (3 credits) 

Requesting a GE category for a course implies that the course fulfills the expected learning outcomes  
(ELOs) of that GE category.  To help the reviewing panel evaluate the appropriateness of your course for the 
Foundations: Historical and Cultural Studies, please answer the following questions for each ELO. Note that for 
this Foundation, a course need satisfy either the ELOs for Historical Studies or the ELOs for Cultural Studies. 

A. Foundations
Please explain in 50-500 words why or how this course is introductory or foundational in the study of History 
or Cultures.
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

B. Specific Goals of Historical or Cultural Studies
Historical Studies (A) Goal: Successful students will critically investigate and analyze historical 
ideas, events, persons, material culture and artifacts to understand how they shape society and people.

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1A: Successful students are able to identify, differentiate, and analyze primary and 
secondary sources related to historical events, periods, or ideas.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.2A: Successful students are able to use methods and theories of historical inquiry 
to describe and analyze the origin of at least one selected contemporary issue.  Please link this ELO to the 
course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.3A: Successful students are able to use historical sources and methods to 
construct an integrated perspective on at least one historical period, event or idea that influences human 
perceptions, beliefs, and behaviors.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific 
activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.4A: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications in historical 
studies.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it 
will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Cultural Studies (B) Goal: Successful students will evaluate significant cultural phenomena and ideas to 
develop capacities for aesthetic and cultural response, judgment, interpretation, and evaluation. 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1B: Successful students are able to analyze and interpret selected major forms of 
human thought, culture, ideas or expression.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and identify the 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.2B: Successful students are able to describe and analyze selected cultural 
phenomena and ideas across time using a diverse range of primary and secondary sources and an explicit 
focus on different theories and methodologies.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.3B: Successful students are able to use appropriate sources and methods to 
construct an integrated and comparative perspective of cultural periods, events or ideas that influence 
human perceptions, beliefs, and behaviors.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.  (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.4B: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications in cultural 
studies.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. 

GE Rationale: Foundations: Writing and Information Literacy (3 credits) 

Requesting a GE category for a course implies that the course fulfills all expected learning outcomes  
(ELOs) of that GE category.  To help the reviewing panel evaluate the appropriateness of your course for the 
Foundations: Writing and Information Literacy, please answer the following questions for each ELO.  
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

A. Foundations
Please explain in 50-500 words why or how this course is introductory or foundational in the study of 
Writing and Information Literacy. 

B. Specific Goals of Writing and Information Literacy
GOAL 1: Successful students will demonstrate skills in effective reading, and writing, as well as oral,
digital, and/or visual communication for a range of purposes, audiences, and context.

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1: Successful students are able to compose and interpret across a wide range of 
purposes and audiences using writing, as well as oral, visual, digital and/or other methods appropriate to the context. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
Explain how the course includes opportunities for feedback on writing and revision. Furthermore, please describe how you 
plan to insure sufficiently low instructor-student ratio to provide efficient instruction and feedback. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.2: Successful students are able to use textual conventions, including proper attribution 
of ideas and/or source, as appropriate to the communication situation.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and 
topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. Is an appropriate text, writing manual, or 
other resource about the pedagogy of effective communication being used in the course? (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.3: Successful students are able to generate ideas and informed responses 
incorporating diverse perspectives and information from a range of sources, as appropriate to the communication 
situation.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it 
will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.4: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications in writing 
and information literacy practices.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

GOAL 2: Successful students will develop the knowledge, skills, and habits of mind needed for 
information literacy.  

Expected Learning Outcome 2.1: Successful students are able to demonstrate responsible, civil, and ethical 
practices when accessing, using, sharing, or creating information.  Please link this ELO to the course goals 
and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)



Course Subject & Number: ________________ 
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Expected Learning Outcome 2.2: Successful students are able to locate, identify and use information through 
context appropriate search strategies.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific 
activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 2.3: Successful students are able to employ reflective and critical strategies to 
evaluate and select credible and relevant information sources.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics 
and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)



Course Subject & Number: ________________ 
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GE Rationale: Foundations: Literary, Visual, or Performing Arts (3 credits) 

 Requesting a GE category for a course implies that the course fulfills all expected learning outcomes  
(ELOs) of that GE category.  To help the reviewing panel evaluate the appropriateness of your course for the 
Foundations: Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts, please answer the following questions for each ELO.  

A. Foundations
Please explain in 50-500 words why or how this course is introductory or foundational in the study of 
Literary, Visual, or Performing Arts. 

B. Specific Goals
Goal 1: Successful students will analyze, interpret, and evaluate major forms of human thought,
cultures, and expression; and demonstrate capacities for aesthetic and culturally informed
understanding.

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1: Successful students are able to analyze and interpret significant works of 
design or visual, spatial, literary or performing arts.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)



Course Subject & Number: ________________ 
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Expected Learning Outcome 1.2: Successful students are able to describe and explain how cultures identify, 
evaluate, shape, and value works of literature, visual and performing art, and design.  Please link this ELO 
to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.3: Successful students are able to evaluate how artistic ideas influence and shape 
human beliefs and the interactions between the arts and human perceptions and behavior.  Please link this ELO to the 
course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)



18 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.4: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications in literature, 
visual and performing arts, and design.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific 
activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Goal 2: Successful students will experience the arts and reflect on that experience critically and 
creatively.  

Expected Learning Outcome 2.1: Successful students are able to engage in informed observation and/or active 
participation within the visual, spatial, literary, or performing arts and design.  Please link this ELO to the 
course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 2.2: Successful students are able to critically reflect on and share their own 
experience of observing or engaging in the visual, spatial, literary, or performing arts and design.  
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be 
met. (50-700 words)

GE Rationale: Foundations: Natural Science (4 credits) 

 Requesting a GE category for a course implies that the course fulfills all expected learning outcomes  
(ELOs) of that GE category.  To help the reviewing panel evaluate the appropriateness of your course for the 
Foundations: Natural Sciences, please answer the following questions for each ELO.  

A. Foundations
Please explain in 50-500 words why or how this course is introductory or foundational in the study of 
Natural Science. 



Course Subject & Number: ________________ 
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B. Specific Goals for Natural Sciences

GOAL 1: Successful students will engage in theoretical and empirical study within the natural sciences, 
gaining an appreciation of the modern principles, theories, methods, and modes of inquiry used 
generally across the natural sciences.   

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1: Successful students are able to explain basic facts, principles, theories and methods 
of modern natural sciences; describe and analyze the process of scientific inquiry.   Please link this ELO to the course 
goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.  (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.2: Successful students are able to identify how key events in the development of science 
contribute to the ongoing and changing nature of scientific knowledge and methods. Please link this ELO to the course 
goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.  (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.3: Successful students are able to employ the processes of science through exploration, 
discovery, and collaboration to interact directly with the natural world when feasible, using appropriate tools, 
models, and analysis of data.   Please explain the 1-credit hour equivalent experiential component included in the course: 
e.g., traditional lab, course-based research experiences, directed observations, or simulations. Please note that students are
expected to analyze data and report on outcomes as part of this experiential component. (50-1000 words)



Course Subject & Number: ________________ 
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GOAL 2: Successful students will discern the relationship between the theoretical and applied sciences, 
while appreciating the implications of scientific discoveries and the potential impacts of science and 
technology.   

Expected Learning Outcome 2.1: Successful students are able to analyze the inter-dependence and potential impacts 
of scientific and technological developments.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific 
activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 2.2: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications of 
natural scientific discoveries.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met.  (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 2.3: Successful students are able to critically evaluate and responsibly use information 
from the natural sciences.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

GE Rationale: Foundations: Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning (or Data 
Analysis) (3 credits)  

 Requesting a GE category for a course implies that the course fulfills all expected learning outcomes  
(ELOs) of that GE category.  To help the reviewing panel evaluate the appropriateness of your course for the 
Foundations: Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning (or Data Analysis), please answer the following questions for 
each ELO.  

A. Foundations
Please explain in 50-500 words why or how this course is introductory or foundational in the study of Mathematical & 
Quantitative Reasoning (or Data Analysis). 

B. Specific Goals for Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning/Data Analysis
Goal: Successful students will be able to apply quantitative or logical reasoning and/or
mathematical/statistical analysis methodologies to understand and solve problems and to communicate results.

Expected Learning Outcome 1.1: Successful students are able to use logical, mathematical and/or statistical concepts and 
methods to represent real-world situations.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.2: Successful students are able to use diverse logical, mathematical and/or statistical 
approaches, technologies, and tools to communicate about data symbolically, visually, numerically, and verbally.  
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be 
met. (50-700 words) 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.3: Successful students are able to draw appropriate inferences from data based on 
quantitative analysis and/or logical reasoning.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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Course Subject & Number: ________________ 

Expected Learning Outcome 1.4: Successful students are able to make and evaluate important assumptions in 
estimation, modeling, logical argumentation, and/or data analysis.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and 
topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Expected Learning Outcome 1.5: Successful students are able to evaluate social and ethical implications in 
mathematical and quantitative reasoning.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)
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	This course fulfills two General Education (GE) Foundations requirements as detailed below:
	Literary, Visual and Performing Arts
	Goal 2: Successful students will experience the arts and reflect on that experience critically and creatively.
	2.1 Engage in informed observation and/or active participation within the visual, spatial, literary, or performing arts and design.
	2.2 Critically reflect on and share their own experience of observing or engaging in the visual, spatial, literary, or performing arts and design
	This course meets the above ELOs in the following ways. It explores memoirs written by women from the U.S. and from sovereign tribes located in North America. The course enhances students’ critical and analytical reading, thinking, and writing skills ...
	Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity
	2.3 Successful students are able to describe how the categories of race, gender, and ethnicity influence the lived experiences of others.
	This course meets the ELOs listed above by reading the work of women of color, Indigenous women, and LGBTQ people, all located in North America.  The readings reflect how the authors of the texts encounter racialized, ethnic, sexual, and gender oppres...
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	Required: please purchase these books at the store of your choice or check them out from your local library.
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	WGSST 2215 ge-foundations-submission
	Overview of this form
	Accessibility
	GE Rationale: Foundations: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity (3 credits)
	A. Foundations
	B. Specific Goals of Foundations: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity
	GOAL 1: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how historically and socially constructed categories of race, ethnicity, and gender, and possibly others, shape perceptions, individual outcomes, and broader societal, political, ec...
	GOAL 2: Successful students will recognize and compare a range of lived experiences of race, gender, and ethnicity.


	GE Rationale: Foundations: Social and Behavioral Sciences (3 credits)
	A. Foundations
	B. Specific Goals of Foundations: Social and Behavioral Sciences
	GOAL 1: Successful students will critically analyze and apply theoretical and empirical approaches within the social and behavioral sciences, including modern principles, theories, methods, and modes of inquiry.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will recognize the implications of social and behavioral scientific findings and their potential impacts.


	GE Rationale: Foundations: Historical or Cultural Studies (3 credits)
	A. Foundations
	B. Specific Goals of Foundations: Historical or Cultural Studies
	Historical Studies (A) Goal: Successful students will critically investigate and analyze historical ideas, events, persons, material culture and artifacts to understand how they shape society and people.
	Cultural Studies (B) Goal: Successful students will evaluate significant cultural phenomena and ideas to develop capacities for aesthetic and cultural response, judgment, interpretation, and evaluation.


	GE Rationale: Foundations: Writing and Information Literacy (3 credits)
	A. Foundations
	B. Specific Goals
	GOAL 1: Successful students will demonstrate skills in effective reading, and writing, as well as oral, digital, and/or visual communication for a range of purposes, audiences, and context.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will develop the knowledge, skills, and habits of mind needed for information literacy.


	GE Rationale: Foundations: Literary, Visual, or Performing Arts (3 credits)
	A. Foundations
	B. Specific Goals
	Goal 1: Successful students will analyze, interpret, and evaluate major forms of human thought, cultures, and expression; and demonstrate capacities for aesthetic and culturally informed understanding.
	Goal 2: Successful students will experience the arts and reflect on that experience critically and creatively.


	GE Rationale: Foundations: Natural Science (4 credits)
	A. Foundations
	B. Specific Goals
	GOAL 1: Successful students will engage in theoretical and empirical study within the natural sciences, gaining an appreciation of the modern principles, theories, methods, and modes of inquiry used generally across the natural sciences.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will discern the relationship between the theoretical and applied sciences, while appreciating the implications of scientific discoveries and the potential impacts of science and technology.


	GE Rationale: Foundations: Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning (or Data Analysis) (3 credits)
	A. Foundations
	B. Specific Goals
	Goal: Successful students will be able to apply quantitative or logical reasoning and/or mathematical/statistical analysis methodologies to understand and solve problems and to communicate results.


	Untitled


	How is this course foundational to the study of Race, Ethnicity, and gender diversity?: The WGSS course, "Reading Women Writers," is always taught through an intersectional framework. That framing means that writers are situated through gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, dis/ability, age, location, sometimes religion, and class/income. Other categories may also be relevant depending on the course offering or specific texts, like indigeneity, caste, citizenship status, education, family status, etc. This 2000 level course presents texts and stories, and authors, as complex, contextualized by power relations and conditions of marginalization and oppression, and powerful in their own right as shaping alternative narratives for better worlds. Thus, students learn that intersectional categories, including race, ethnicity, and gender (but certainly also always including sexuality since one cannot consider gender without also considering sexuality), work together to create the situational conditions of oppression and privilege. The foundational goal in the course is for students to comprehend the complexity of power as it shapes, enforces, and structures gender, sexuality, race, and ethnicity, among other categories. Students engage the texts in the course through this framework in order to enhance their critical and analytical reading, thinking and writing skills; to teach them what a feminist literary analysis is; and to encourage them to author texts that envision more just relations that foster creative and joyful writing, reading, and thinking.
	RGE ELO 1: 
	1 Describe & evaluate social positions and representations of categories including race, gender, and ethnicity: The first two course ELOs are:

• Read and write through a feminist intersectional lens and apply feminist intersectional analysis.
• Use feminist intersectional tools to critique, analyze, and explain contemporary racial, ethnic, sexual, gender, and settler colonial marginalization and violence.

Paper 1 prompt asks students to:

Provide a feminist analysis of intersectional experience in Redefining Realness by Janet Mock. What is important, convincing, and powerful about intersectionality as a feminist analytic tool?

Use these four steps to help you develop your paper’s thesis. You should draft, re-draft, revise, and re-draft your thesis as you seek to make a strong, clear statement that guides your paper.  The Paper Rubric describes an “outstanding” thesis as “clear, narrow and qualified. The introduction and thesis provide an organizing road-map for the paper. Thesis topic is creative, original, and offers a unique way of looking at the texts.”
STEP 1 - Generate ideas and text references that will answer the prompt question. Make a list, for example, or pull quotes from the book to get you started.
STEP 2 – Turn your ideas into a position that answers the prompt question. This is the germ of your thesis statement.
STEP 3 – Narrow your thesis. Narrow your focus into something that is specific, manageable and able to be defended with lots of evidence from the text.
STEP 4- Qualify your thesis. Review the wording of your thesis to make sure that you are not over-generalizing. Consider adding words like may, very likely, often, suggests that, etc.

Remember:
Thoroughly review the Paper Rubric before you start writing your paper for a complete explanation of expectations and grading schemes.
This paper must be as close to 1000 words as possible (do not go over 1100 or under 900). Provide a word count below your name on the first page. The word count should NOT include your Works Cited material.
You must make at least 3 explicit connections to course readings. One should be Redefining Realness, plus at least 2 additional texts/articles from the syllabus. If you make connections to outside sources, they should be in addition to the 3 written sources required.
You must have both in text citations and a Works Cited page. In text citations and Works Cited are to be correctly formatted using MLA citation style. If your home discipline uses another system of citation, you may request permission (prior to the assignment due date) to use a different format. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for the assignment and possible further disciplinary action.
You must use vocabulary from the course correctly. 
Your paper should be double-spaced with 12 point font. Use a formal single-spaced heading with your name, course name, and word count on the first page of your paper. Don’t forget to number your pages.
Your paper must be grammatically sound and well organized in order for me to understand your ideas.
This is your paper, and I need to hear your voice and your analysis. You can always disagree with things we have discussed in class and what your authors have said. However, you must successfully demonstrate that you know how to apply the critical thinking tools we have learned in class.  You may use “I” when writing your paper, but please provide an analysis of the readings from class, not your own intersectional experiences.  “I argue”, “I find”, “this passage of the book provided me an understanding of”, etc, are all appropriate within reason (every sentence should not start with “I”).
	2 Explain how race, gender, and ethnicity continue to function within complex systems of power to impact individual lived experiences and broader societal issues: The third course ELO is:
• Understand how authors present experiences and practices of resistance and belonging as efforts to imagine alternative communities and selves.

Paper 2 prompt is:

What is the most powerful, convincing, or important feminist critique of settler colonialism made by Joy Harjo?

[in addition to the instructions found above, this next one requires students to situate Harjo's work with feminist course reading on feminist indigenous theories and perspectives]:

You must make at least 4 explicit connections to course readings. One should be Crazy Brave, one should be a poem by Harjo, and one should be the article on "Decolonizing Feminism." The fourth text/article from the syllabus can be of your choice. If you make connections to outside sources, they should be in addition to the 4 written sources required.


[The article on decolonizing feminism explains how indigenous feminisms differ from feminisms that rely on 'race' or 'ethnicity'; decolonial feminisms must understand the unique arguments about land relations, sovereignty, settler colonialism. This article relates settler colonialism to anti-blackness and problematic ideals of multicultural celebration of ethnicity to pull gender and women's studies into new politics, community relations, analyses, and alliances.]
	3 Analyze how the intersection of categories including race, gender, and ethnicity combine to shape lived experiences: As this course is taught through intersectionality as a framework for analysis, REG ELO 1.3 is quite similar to 1.1, since in WGSS we do not understand "social position" except through the intersections of categories of marginalization and oppression. Thus, the course ELOs listed in the above 1.1-1.2 also relate to 1.3 here.

• Read and write through a feminist intersectional lens and apply feminist intersectional analysis.
• Use feminist intersectional tools to critique, analyze, and explain contemporary racial, ethnic, sexual, gender, and settler colonial marginalization and violence.
• Understand how authors present experiences and practices of resistance and belonging as efforts to imagine alternative communities and selves.

Students have to serve as discussion leaders in the course twice, and their questions to lead the other students in class can be assessed for this ELO.  Every single class time this ELO would be in operation, as the entire class is about this very topic!
	4 valuate social and ethical implications of studying race, gender, and ethnicity: The article, “Playfulness, ‘World’ Traveling and Loving Perception” by Maria Lugones, offers students a specific reading to consider the topic of how one should engage with others as a practice of radical openness to difference.

The work of Audre Lorde that students encounter also force a stance on being implicated in relations of oppression and marginalization, and acting to free oneself and to work in alliance with others.

Redefining Realness by Janet Mock has a long section on the ethics of sex work as a femme trans youth of color seeking affordable medical care.

Men We Reaped by Jesmyn Ward is a harrowing account of the many Black boys and men in Ward's life who died before their time, raising the social and ethical implications of the racist police state in the US, the devaluation of Black life, addiction and poverty, loss and trauma, intergenerational legacies of racism and sexism, and community violence as a result of white supremacy.

These are some examples of discussion topics that students must engage through these texts. Again, because class discussion leadership is a graded component of the class, the ELOs on the syllabus will be in action and assessed:

• Read and write through a feminist intersectional lens and apply feminist intersectional analysis.
• Use feminist intersectional tools to critique, analyze, and explain contemporary racial, ethnic, sexual, gender, and settler colonial marginalization and violence.
• Understand how authors present experiences and practices of resistance and belonging as efforts to imagine alternative communities and selves.




	Course Subject  Number: WGSST 2215
	RGE ELO 2: 
	1 Demonstrate critical self- reflection and critique of their social positions and identities: No feminist class can avoid this ELO. Students learn to self-situate and reflect in the very first two classes through engagement with Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Audre Lorde, and Kimberle Crenshaw.

In the third class, students learn the feminist craft of "reading life narratives" Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson (our fabulous OSU colleague, now emeritus). This text teaches students how to understand how a storyteller seeks to move a reader, so that the students learn to engage in self-critique as they are/are not moved by certain stories and events relayed in the memoirs. The text by Smith and Watson also provide students with tools to craft their own short memoir, so that they can understand their own roles in experiences of marginalization and oppression. Again, always through a framework of intersectionality!

The graphic memoir by Alison Bechdel, Fun Home, provides students with a model of how to self-reflect, since the memoir is all about self-reflection and a recounting of one's own identities in relation to others (in this case, queer family relations).

After reading Fun Home, students will create their own graphic memoir accompanied by a textual analysis of their own memoir.

The last two course ELOs are:
• Practice feminist intersectional authorship to communicate one’s own experiences of resistance and belonging.
• Communicate and collaborate with peers to successfully complete writing and creative assignments.


	2 Recognize how perceptions of difference shape one’s own attitudes, beliefs, or behaviors: Men We Reaped by Jesmyn Ward presents students with profound challenges to normative perceptions of Blackness, gender and Black masculinity, and sexuality. Students will recognize how Black masculinity is shaped through white supremacist racist legacies in health care, policing, the economy, criminal justice system, and families. 

Seven class sessions will be devoted to this text to allow students to relate the book to the prior content from class; and to consider current moments in racial and ethnic and feminist justice movements (eg., I can't predict what these may be but past and current examples could include Black Lives Matter, anti-Asian sentiments, NoDAPL/Standing Rock, MeToo, prison abolition, current legislation against trans youth medical treatment and for exclusion of trans youth in school activities, bathroom laws, etc). 

Discussion Leaders will provide structure to these conversations according to the course ELOs:

• Read and write through a feminist intersectional lens and apply feminist intersectional analysis.
• Use feminist intersectional tools to critique, analyze, and explain contemporary racial, ethnic, sexual, gender, and settler colonial marginalization and violence.
• Understand how authors present experiences and practices of resistance and belonging as efforts to imagine alternative communities and selves.
• Practice feminist intersectional authorship to communicate one’s own experiences of resistance and belonging.
• Communicate and collaborate with peers to successfully complete writing and creative assignments.

	3 Describe how the categories of race, gender, and ethnicity influence the lived experiences of others: Joy Harjo's memoir poignantly describes the violences of the settler colonial state on the lived experiences of indigenous people (Janet Mock's does this as well, though not as thoroughly); Janet Mock carefully weaves her experiences of being biracial Black and Hawaiian and transgender; Jesmyn Ward illustrates the deadly imprints of anti-Blackness and hypermasculinity on her community.

The third paper prompt will ask students to place texts in conversation to elucidate the course's core concerns of an intersectional framework. The paper prompt is:

Place Men We Reaped in conversation with at least one other memoir we read this semester to analyze common and disparate experiences of racism, poverty, settler colonialism, and heterosexism. Develop a thesis statement to elevate a theme of your choice (we will workshop these thesis statements together in class and through peer review).
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